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PSALM cxviii. 18. 


THE LORD HATH CHASTENED ME SORE; 
BUT HE HATH NOT GIVEN ME OVER 
UNTO DEATH, 


T may ſcem, pethaps, a little ſingular to 
ſome, at firſt view, that I ſhould, on the 
preſent occaſion, ſele& ſuch a paſſage of 
ſcripture as this. But I flatter myſelf, that, 
on properly conſidering what is the object of 
our aſſembling, it will be far from appearing 
ſo very foreign or unſuitable, We are met, 
I conceive, for the ſpecial purpoſe of review- 
ing the Lord's dealings with us as a people— 
of recounting thoſe mercies, which, not- 
withſtanding our provocations of his anger, 
he hath exerciſed towards us—and of en- 
gaging our ſouls before him to ſuch im- 
provement of his goodneſs, as the obligations, 
which lie upon us, ſo loudly inculcate. We 
have long been engaged in the horrors and 
expences of WAR ; during which, though 
our own country hath not been made the im- 
A 2 mediate 
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mediate ſcene of devaſtation and bloodſhed, 
Providence hath greatly frowned upon us, 
and afflicted us with a variety of humbling 
diſpenſations; to convince us of our na- 
tional iniquities, and correct us for our 
public departures from the Lord, that our 
SIN might not prove our RUIN. We have 
ſeen the rod, in the hand of divine Juſtice, 
lifted up againſt us. We have ſmarted un- 
der its repeated ſtrokes. We have had our 
feelings and our fears moſt painfully exerciſed. 
We have been viſited with breach upon 
breach. We have had wave after wave 
breaking over our heads. We have been re- 
duced to the greateſt plunges of danger and 
diſtreſs. And now, through the interpoſi- 
tion of a wiſe and over-ruling hand of Provi- 
dence, we have the pleaſure to ſee PEACE and 
PUBLIC TRANQUILLITY reſtored, The ſmiles 
of divine mercy once more bleſs our iſland. 
And, though we had deſerved to have been 
ſtripped of every comfort, and to have been 
left among the nations, for a monument of 
divine diſpleaſure, as a tree which 1s peeled, 
and whoſe branches are broken, God, in the 
riches of his mercy, hath continued to us the 
enjoyment of various important benefits and 

5 privileges, 
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privileges, above thoſe of ſurrounding na- 
tions. 

In this view, then, I truſt, it will appear, 
that there is rather an eminent degree of pro- 
priety and ſuitableneſs in the words, which ! 
have ſelected for the ſubject of our preſent 
meditation. They are part of a ſong of praiſe 
and thankſgiving, which was penned, meſt 
probably, by David King of Iſrael. Fre- 
quently was that eminent ſervant of God in- 
volved in very great dangers and difficulties, 
prior to his peaceful eſtabliſhment on the 
throne, He was tried with ſore exerciſes of 
faith and patience; ſo that ſometimes he was 
tempted to exclaim, ** I ſhall one day periſh 
by the hand of Saul*.” But, at length, the 
Lord, in purſuance of his own counſel, and 
in faithfulneſs to his promiſe, raiſed him 
above all his enemies, and eſtabliſhed him 
over the kingdom of Iſrael.— When, indeed, 
this pſalm was compoſed, we are not able 
particularly to aſcertain; but it appears to 
have been at ſome ſeaſon, when his heart was 
very tenderly imprefſed with a review of the 
Lord's goodneſs, faithfulneſs, and grace. He 
begins it, therefore, with exhorting and in- 
viting all around him to celebrate the praiſes 
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of God, and eſpecially thoſe, who profeſſed 
to be his people. O give thanks unto the 
Lord, for he is good: becauſe his mercy en- 
* dureth for ever. Let Iſrael now ſay, that 
* his mercy endureth for ever. Let the houſe 
* of Aaron now ſay, that his mercy endureth 
* for ever. Let them now that fear the Lord, 
« fay, that his mercy endureth for ever.” He 
next records a particular account of the Lord's 
goodneſs to himſelf ; that others might ſee, 
what ſpecial obligations uE was under to 
thankfulneſs, and, that They, alſo, might be 
encouraged to rely on his power and loving- 
kindneſs, when in ſimilar circumſtances of 
danger and diſtreſs. This is continued, in a 
diſtinct enumeration of his own difficulties, 
and of the Lord's merciful appearances for 
him, down to the words of our text; which 
contain the devout reflection of his own mind, 
both upon the circumſtances through which 
he had been conducted, and the fituation in 
which he then was. And, on a cloſe re- 
view of the whole, he finds, that, notwith- 
ſtanding what the Lord had permitted. to 
befall him, he had abundant cauſe for gra- 
titude and praiſe. Inſtead of murmuring 
againſt God, on account of what he had ſuf- 
fered, he ſaw reaſon to be filled with love 
and 
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and admiration, that he had not been cut off 
out of the land of the living. The Lord 
& hath chaſtened me fore ; but he hath not given 
* me over unto death.” 

And, if we only transfer theſe words from 
a private and perſonal, to a public or- na- 
tional account, they will furniſh a train of 
thought, in my apprehenſion, highly proper 
to be purſued on the preſent occaſion. I 
ſhall, therefore, take the liberty of thus ac- 
commodating their ſenſe; and, in further 
diſcourſing upon them, ſhall obſerve the 
following method. 


Firſt, I ſhall mention ſome particulars, 
in which, as a nation, we may be faid 


to have been ſorely chaſtened of the Lord. 


Secandly, Shall point out various inſtances 
of his mercy and goodneſs towards us, not- 
withſtanding this, which may lead us to ſay 
with David, But. he hath not given us over 
fe unto death. - And then, 


- Thirdly, Direct to ſome proper improve- 
ment of the whole of the divine conduct 
towards us. | 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, I am to mention ſome particulars, 


in which, as a nation, we may be ſaid to 


have been ſorely chaſtened of the Lord.— 


And may we not here fix our thoughts, 


(1.) On theawfulDrvistonsandDisTRAc- 
TIONS, that have prevailed among us at home? 
Far, indeed, would I be from caſting out any 
pointed reflections upon either of thoſe par- 
ties, who have carried their political opinions 
and diſputes to ſuch a pitch of oppoſition and 
violence one againſt another. Removed fo 
far as I am from the ſphere of ſtate tranſac- 
tions, and unfurniſhed, as of courſe I muſt 
be, with the proper means of judging with 
reſpect to the ſecret principles on which theſe 


have been conducted; it would ill become 


me, as a Man, and much more as a Miniſter 
of the goſpel; to run out either in extrava- 
gant encomiums on the one, or bitter in- 
vective againſt the other. It is probable, 
moreover, that We, who compoſe this aſ- 


ſembly, may have entertained, and do till 


entertain, very different ideas and ſentiments 
both as to Men and Meaſures, which have 
attracted the notice of the public, during fo 
long a period of open conteſt. On no ac- 
count, therefore, could it be pertinent, or 

even 
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even decent in me, to indulge the ſpirit of 
party, while I addreſs you from the pulpit 
on the preſent occaſion. We will, therefore, 
diſmiſs the queſtion altogether, Vo have 

conducted themſelves on the wiſeſt and wor- 
thieft principles? and will attend only to the 
Confuſion and Diſtraction , which we 
muſt all allow to have prevailed among us, 
and to have pervaded the moft public and 
important departments of the ſtate. And, in 
this light, I can hardly doubt but we ſhall 
readily acknowledge, there has been ample 
reaſon to think, that Providence hath per- 
mitted this, as one mean of chaſtening us for 
our fin and folly, For, when a people, by 
their negle& and abuſe of divine goodneſs, 
or by the prevalence of pride, Juſt and 
wickedneſs among themſelves, awaken the 
Lord's diſpleaſure againſt them, and ſo fill 
up the meaſure of their iniquity, that be 
ſees it high time to puniſh them in a pub- 
lic manner, for an example and a warning 
to others; he is never at a loſs for means 
to check the ſwellings of their ambition, 
or to make them feel the ſad conſequences 
of their evil doings. And, one way, in 
which he can accompliſh this, is by giv- 
ing them up to a confuſion of counſel 
B among 
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among themſelves ; by permitting evil ſpi- 
rits to obtain great power and aſcendance 
over thoſe, to whom is entruſted the conduct 
of public affairs; or, by ſo over-ruling the 
circumſtances and events of his Providence, 
as that no harmony or confidence ſhall . 
vail among them. 

Thus, when mankind, after the good, 
through folly, pride and preſumption, were 
inſtigated to attempt the raiſing of a tower 
that ſhould reach even to heaven, with a 
view to immortalize their name, and prevent 
their diſperſion abroad through the earth; 
the Lord frowned upon their impious purpoſe, 
and blaſted it, by confounding their ſpeech,” 
and thus diſconcerting all their operations: 
on which account, the tower itſelf was 
denominated. Babel“. —In the days of Ahab 
King of Iſrael, alſo, we ſee a remarkable in- 
ſtance of this, in that we read, An evil ſpi- 
* rit came forth and flood before the Lord, and 
* ſaid, IJ will go forth, and I will be a lying 
„ ſpirit in the mouth of all his prophets ;” to 
whom the Lord ſaid, ** Thou ſhalt perſuade 
% and prevail alſo; go forth and do fot.” 
This the Lord then ſuffered, as a mean of 
chaſtening the rebellious Iſraelites, and, 

Gen. Xi. 9. + 1 Kings xxii. 22. 
particularly, 
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particularly, of puniſhing the wickedneſs of 
Ahab, who, accordingly, fell in the battle, 
to which he went up againſt the Syrians. 
—And, without intending the leaſt perſonal 
cenſure upon any individuals among us, or 
withing to appear an advocate for par- 
ty reflections and invectives, which, on all 
hands, have been dealt out with immoderate 
and unjuſtifiable heat; may we not look 
back upon that awful contention, . party-ſpi- 
rit, and confuſion, which have prevailed, and 
ſee reaſon to conſider theſe, as what God, in 
righteous diſpleaſure, hath permitted to be- 
fall us, in order to ſcourge and humble us 
for our tranſgreſſions againſt heaven? The 
* wrath of man praiſeth him, as it is under 
his control, and is frequently over-ruled by 
his wiſdom to ends, which are worthy of 
himſelf, and effective of his deſigns. And, 
if the wrath of man praiſe him, who will 
ſcruple to admit, that the ſpirits and views 
of individuals may be wrought upon by 
him—or, that he may permit the Prince 
* of the power of the air” to work upon 
them, in ſuch a manner, as to occaſion the 
greateſt confuſion, contradiction, and diſ- 
traction among a people; and this, for the 

* Pf, Ixxvi. 10. 
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purpoſe of correcting and puniſhing them for 
their impiety towards him? That ſuch'con- 
fuſion, however, has prevailed—and, that 
this hath been productive of much evil 
unto us as a people—no one ſurely can diſ- 
pute, who doth not wilfully ſhut his eyes 
againſt the light, or is not determined to re- 
fiſt the moſt ſtubborn evidence of facts. In- 
deed I much query, whether it might not with 
propriety be affirmed, that party-feuds and 
diſtractions among ourſelves have contributed 
much more to what hath befallen us, as a 
nation, than all that foreign and avowed ene- 
mies could, otherwiſe, have effected againſt us, 
And it would be fooliſh and abſurd in a very 
high degree, to think of accounting for all 
this, without admitting, without particularly 
attending to, the interference of a wiſe over- 
ruling Providence. In this reſpect, there- 
fore, it may be ſaid, * The Lord hath chaſ- 


% tened us fore,” 


 (2.) Let us alto conſider the nature and 
circumſtances of the War, in which we 
have been involved, and this will remind us 
of the truth of what is affirmed in our text. 
A war this laſt has been, which, in almoſt 
every circumſtance of a diſtreſſing nature, 


hath 
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hath exceeded moſt of thoſe, in which this 
kingdom has ever engaged. How unhap- 
pily has it been protracted, year after year, 
to a-period, which was far from being fore- 
ſeen, or apprehended, at its commencement! 
What immenſe treaſures have been expended . 
in the proſecution of it! And, how hath it 
brought upon us an accumulation of taxes, 
which is almoſt inſupportable ; ſo that in- 
vention is now upon the rack in deviſing 
methods to anſwer the exigencies of the 
ſtate! What a mournful reflexion is it, alſo, 
when we think of the thouſands, and tens of 
thouſands, of hardy Veterans and valiant 
Youths, that have fallen a ſacrifice by the 
ravages of war! Men, who had formerly 
atchieved the greateſt exploits in their coun- 
try's cauſe, or, who promiſed fair to have- 
ſupported her honours in a gay of conflict 
with her natural and avowed enemies! Can we 
help weeping over the immenſe quantity of 
Britiſh blood, which has impurpled the ſeas, 
or dy'd the plains, to the unſpeakable anguiſh 
of fathers, mothers, relatives and friends ?— 
Is it not, likewiſe, to be confidered as a ſpe- 
_ cial indication of divine diſpleaſure towards 
us, that the war, which we have been waging 
at ſuch an aſtoniſhing expence of treaſure and 


of 
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of blood, has not been merely, nor yet prin- 
cipally, with thoſe, who have long and 
openly avowed themſelves the rivals and ene- 
mies of Great-Britain; but that the king- 
dom has been divided againſt itſelf— that his 
Majeſty's own empire has been the ſeat of 
ſuch dreadful devaſtation—that fellow-Pro- 
teſtants, friends, and relatives by birth and 
blood—whoſe religion was the ſame—whoſe 
intereſt was one—whoſe comfort and glory 
ſo much depended on mutual confidence and 
affection who, in a ſtate of union, might 
have been a terror to the world have been 
left in Providence to take the field againſt 
each other, and to embrue their hands in 
each other's blood I And what, alaſs ! is it, 
for which we have been on both ſides fo mad- 
ly furious againſt one another, which, if 
temper, diſcretion, wiſdom and confidence had 
prevailed, might not with eaſe have been 
{ecured ? —What, likewiſe, hath been the 
long ſeries of events, that have taken place 
throughout this unhappy conteſt, but ſuch as 
Britons may, and muſt, reflect on with grief 
and mortification ! Hath not our boaſted va- 
lour, in many inſtances, received a moſt hum- 
bling ſhock? Have not renowned generals 


and their armies been ſurrounded with, and 
obliged 
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obliged to ſurrender themſelves priſoners of 
war to thoſe, againſt whom they had held 
out a bold defiance? Have not our navies, 
which formerly ſpread their ſails with unri- 
valled honour on the ſeas, turned back in the 
day of battle? And, have we not, in one 
ſtroke, ſuffered a diſmemberment of empire, 
ſuch as was never heard of or known be- 
fore? | 

Surely, then, upon reviewing theſe things, 
we have reaſon to confeſs, that the Lord 
* hath chaſtened us fore.” For we ought not 
by any means to account merely. by ſecond 
cauſes for what has been ſo highly afflictive to 
us as a nation. The Gop of Gods, who ruleth 
in the earth, and who taketh vengeance upon 
iniquity, hath undoubtedly permitted and 
appointed theſe things, as the means of open- 
ing our eyes, which we had ſhut againſt the 
light, and of manifeſting his hatred of our 
fin, which had grown up unto the heavens. 
* He putteth down one kingdom, as well as 
an individual, and ſetteth up another*,” 
He createth evil, as well as giveth peace -f. 
He daſheth the potſherds of the earth one 
againſt another, and maketh even“ the wrath 
of man to praiſe him.“ | 

* Pf. Ixxv. 7. + II. xlv. 7. 
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(3.) Let us look to the PoverTY and 
Loss or TRADE which have prevailed 
throughout the kingdom, and theſe will 
witneſs to the truth of what I am endeavour- 
ing to repreſent. Extravagance, no doubt, 
has been the reaſon why the names of 
numbers have been announced in the pub- 
lic papers, to their own diſhonour, and 
the injury of their creditors. But it muſt 
with equal readineſs be admitted, that the 
diſtrefles, which have come upon many, 
once reſpectable and opulent, have not been 
occafioned by any ſuch cauſe, but have 
ariſen from that unhappy concurrence of 
events, which they could neither foreſee, nor 
prevent. The channels of trade and com- 
merce, through which the labours of the 
Britiſh loom, and the various productions of 
our manufactories, were wont to be export- 
ed, have of late years, in great meaſure, been 
blocked up. Remittances from abroad have 
been unfeaſonably and unjuſtly reſtrained. 
The induſtrious poor have been much 
abridged in, if they have not wholly been 
deprived of, employment to ſupport their 
families. And withal, the price of moſt of 
the conveniencies and neceſſaries of life has 
been advancing; partly, through the preſſing 
5 demands 
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demands of the ſtate, and partly, through the 
unfeeling rapacity of individuals: ſo that 
much © complaining has been heard in our 
ſtreets.” Indeed, ſome parts of the kingdom 
have exhibited a moſt melancholy ſcene of 
poverty and diſtreſs, as it appears from well- 
atteſted documents concerning them, that 
thouſands of families have been ready to 
periſh for want of bread and employment. 

And how ought we to account for theſe 
things? Thoſe, who profeſs themſelves Iu- 
fidels, and have no fear of God before their 

' eyes, perhaps, would ſmile at the ſerious 
manner in which I wiſh you to exerciſe your 
thoughts upon them; and ſuch might call 
them the unfortunate events of CHance,which 
happens alike to all. But, as I am addreſſing 
thoſe, who profeſs to regard the Scriptures as 
the rule of their judgment, and are thereby 
taught, that all human affairs are-under the 
direction of an over-ruling Providence; I 
need not fear being ſneered at, or pitied, for 
my weakneſs, when I wich to have my own 
mind, and yours, impreſied with the thought, 
that all this is come upon us by the will and 
particular appointment of heaven—that the 
hand of the Lord hath been ftretched out 
C. againſt: 
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againſt us—and that our iniquities have pro- 
cured theſe things unto us. 

But, I will not any longer inſiſt on what 
is rather adapted to the exerciſes of a day 
of public HumiLIiaTion, than of pub- 
lic ReJoicing, What hath been ſaid, 
however, if it be rightly conſidered, as 
ſtating what have been the juſt expreſſions of 
the Lord's diſpleaſure againſt our s1n, may 
prepare us the better for attending to what 
we propoſed in the Second place to conſider, 
and unto which I ſhall now proceed, viz. To 
point out various inſtances of the divine mercy 
and goodneſs towards us as a nation, not- 
withſtanding what we have met with in a way 
of chaſtiſement, which may lead us, in the 
language, and O may it be with the ſpirit of 
David ! to fay, © But he bath not given us 
cover to death.” | 

Here, indeed, I cannot help feeling very 
painfully with you, both as a Man and as a 
Briton, that we have not, on this public oc- 
caſion, as ſome of you recollect to have been 
the caſe on former days of thankſgiving, ſuch 
ſplendid atchievements to celebrate, ſuch im- 
poi tant victories to recount, ſuch glorious 
acquiſitions of wealth and power to recite, 
as, by the ſmiles of divine Providence on our 
military 
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military exertions, were then accompliſhed, 
and reſounded through the earth. We meet 
under circumſtances far leſs brilliant and joy- 
ous, than have ſometimes introduced a pub- 
lic ſolemnity of this nature. But, notwith- 
ſtanding this, (which, perhaps, rather works 
on our pride, than any better principles) we 
have ſufficient, yea, abundant cauſe to cele- 
brate the Lord's goodneſs and mercy towards 
us with unfeigned gratitude of ſoul. For, 
indeed, he hath been far from dealing with us 
after our fins, and rewarding us according to 
our iniquities;“ but, though he hath ſorely 
chaſtened and afflicted us, he hath ſtill gra- 
ciouſly been mindful of us, and, “ in the 
* day of his eaſt-wind, hath flayed his rough + 
% wind*,”—]Jt is matter of thankfulneſs 
that we are not conſumed that we have 
not been given over to the will and power 
of our enemies—that our land and habita- 
tions have not been laid deſolate that 
our kingdom has not been made an Acel- 
dama, a field of blood. We had long ago 
forfeited every favour and bleſſing by our 
open infidelity and profaneneſs. We had 
richly deſerved to have been held up to ſur- 
rounding nations, as a monument of juſtice 
* If, xxvii, 8. 


C 2 and 


L 20 ] 
and vengeance, for the vileſt abuſe and con- 
tempt of the richeſt mercy. We might, in 
righteous retribution for our wickedneſs, have 
been deſtroyed like Sodom and Gomorrah of 
old, or, as we have lately heard of deſola- 
tions by carthquakes and inundations abroad. 
What we had every reaſon to have feared, but 
which God in his mercy hath prevented, 
will furniſh us with juſt and abundant cauſe 
for thankfulneſs and praiſe, —I will not, how- 
ever, content myſelf with thus hinting in 
general at. the goodneſs of the Lord, which 
hath been exerciſed towards us, but will pro- 
ceed to ſtate a few of thoſe particulars, which 


loudly call for our humble and grateful ac- 
knowledgment. And, 


(1.) Let me direct your thoughts back to 
the time, when the combined fleets of our 
natural enemies came ſailing up our channel, 
and threatened an invaſion of our coaſts, with- 
out our having. any force at hand to repel or 
reſt them, Do you not well recolle& the 
conſternation, into which all ranks of the 
people were thrown on that occafion? Was 
it not allowed on all hands, that, had they 
attempted, they might have effected, a land- 
ing on our ſhore? in which caſe, how might 

they 
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they have depopulated many villages and 
towns—pillaged and laid waſte the adjacent 


country—and, at leaſt, have greatly endan- 
gered, if they had not blown up and deſtroyed 
our public arſenals and ſtores! Was it not 
matter of pleaſing ſurprize, that they did not 
avail themſelves of the opportunity for all 
this, which the abſence of our fleet at that 
juncture afforded? And what prevented ? 
What, but the gracious over-ruling hand of 
divine Providence, kept them from attempt- 
ing to put into execution what muſt cer- 
tainly have appeared to them ſo deſirable, 
and what was known by us to have been ſo 
practicable? Was not the Lord's goodneſs 
moſt remarkably apparent in our behalf, by 
their being turned about, as it had been with a 
** hook in their noſe,” and induced to quit our 
coaſts with only making a vain parade? How- 
ever diſhonourable and diſgraceful we may 
call it in Them, we ſhould view it with pecu- 
liar emotions of thankfulneſs to Him, who 
** gathereth the winds in his filt*,” and 
who then encompaſſed us with his“ favour 
* as with a ſhield +.” 


(2.) Let me dire& your thoughts to the 
| ſeaſon, in which @ riotous multitude fo 
* Prov, XXX, 4. + Pf. v. 12. 
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fiercely threatened to have laid the whole 
city and its environs im aſhes. That memo- 
rable event ought never to be forgotten by us, 
whether we conſider it as affording a ſtriking 
inſtance of human weakneſs, or of the pre- 
venting goodneſs of God. From what ſmall 
beginnings did it originate! How infignifi- 
cant, how eaſily to have been ſuppreſſed, 
were the inſtruments by which the devaſta- 
tion commenced! But with what violence 
and rapidity did it ſpread! What a ſtrange 
panic ſeized the magiſtracy of the city! yea, 
what conſternation, for a while, benumbed 
the minds of all in power ! till, at length, 
after breaking open and burning priſons 
letting looſe the vileſt miſcreants on the pub- 
lic ranſacking, and conſuming the houſes 
of many moſt reſpectable individuals—the 
intoxicated rabble adjudged the whole me- 
tropolis to deſtruction llt is in the recol- 
lection of you all, nor can you ever forget, 
what a dreadful diſtrefling ſcene was then 
exhibited! what blind enthuſiaſtic zeal in 
ſome, what wanton wickedneſs in others, 
and what deſperate villainy in more, pervaded 
all our ſtreets! And, if a gracious reſtrain- 
ing hand of Providence had not then ſet 
' bounds to the madneſs of the multitude, there 
"if was 
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was the greateſt reaſon to have feared, that 
both public credit, and private comfort, 
would have received a moſt fatal ſtab. This, 
therefore, alſo calls for a lively tribute of 
praiſe and thankſgiving. 


(3.) The eftabhſbment of PrAct is another 
inſtance of divine goodneſs and mercy towards 
us in the midſt of our afflictions. I know, 
indeed, that opinions widely differ with re- 
ſpect to the merits of the peace itſelf. But, 
as I am not competent, ſo neither in the leaſt 
inclined, to enter into any minute inveſti- 
gation of that enquiry. Let it, therefore, 
{uffice to obſerve, that peace, in itſelf con- 
lidered, is an important blefling to Society, 
and that, under the circumſtances which 
we, as a nation, had long been in, it was 
to us peculiarly deſirable. We, as Chriſtians, 
are taught to pray for peace, becauſe wars 
* and fightings originate in mens luſts “,“ 
and, becauſe the conſequences thereof are 
ſo awful with reſpect to thouſands, who 
are hurried, it is to be feared, without 
thought or preparation, into an eternal 
world. War, indeed, is one of the greateſt 
calamities to mankind, both in a civil and 


* Jam, iv. 1. 


moral 


1 


moral view. It puts an end to the ſocial 
intercourſe of nations, which are all ſprung 
of one blood. It works upon the worſt 
of principles, that are found in the human 
breaſt. It opens a floodgate for all kinds 
of vice and villainy in a land. It makes men 
monſters one towards another, as it leads 
them to account themſelves juſtified in vio- 
lating the bonds of moral obligation, whe- 
ther it be by plundering one another of their 
property, or by reducing them to circum- 
ſtances of the greateſt perſonal inconvenience 
and diſtreſs. It diſtracts and ruins the com- 
fort and peace of families, by tearing chil- 
dren from their parents, huſbands from their 
wives, and relatives from one another, who 
plunge into ſcenes of blood, and are cut off 
by an untimely death. It ſpreads, in fine, 
deſolation, poverty, and wretchedneſs, where- 
ever it prevails. —Involved, then, as we have 
ſo long been, in the horrors and expences of a 
war, which hath ſo weakened our national re- 
ſources, clogged up the avenues of trade, and 
reduced us, as a people, to ſuch extremity— 
who will heſitate a moment to acknowledge, 
that the eſtabliſhment of peace between us 
and the powers around us, is an event, which 
calls for thankfulneſs and praiſe? If it be 

deſirable, 
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deſirable, that arts and manufactures ſhould 
revive and flouriſh that the induſtrious poor 
ſhould obtain regular and full employment 
that commerce ſhould once more ſpread het 
ſails without reſtraint—that an open exchange 
of national productions ſhould enliven and 
enrich our ports—and that the friendly in- 
tercourſe of kingdoms ſhould be renewed ;— 
If it be defirable, that rapacity and plunder 
ſhould ceaſe and be diſcountenanced—that 
humanity and juſtice, fidelity and honour | 
ſhould prevail among the nations of the 
world ;—If it be deſirable; that profligacy 
and profaneneſs, cruelty and oppreſſion; lewd- 
neſs and debauchery, domeſtic diſtreſs and 
anguiſh, both at home and abroad, ſhould be 
prevented and ſuppreſſed ;—In a word, if it 
be deſirable, that the good order of commu- 
nities, the flouriſhing eſtate of kingdoms, and 
the general happineſs of mankind ſhould be 
ſecured and promoted then, as Men, as 
Members of ſociety, as Citizens of the world, 
and, eſpecially, as the Subjects of His king- 
dom, who is“ the Prince of peace,” we 
ſhould be thankful and rejoice among our- 
ſelves; we ſhould, alſo, congratulate even 
thoſe with whom we have been at variance, 
and with them ſhould unite in bleſſing the 
| D Ged 
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God of our mercies, that anend is put to the 
ravages of war—that the ſword hath no longer 
a commiſſion to devour—and, that public 
faith and friendſhip once more bleſs the 
world, | 

\ And let us remember, that, while men, 
as agents and inſtruments, have exerted 
themſelves in effecting what is thus deſirable, 
the primary productive cauſe is the goodneſs 
of Him, whoſe kingdom ruleth over all ; for 
* He maketh wars to ceaſe unto the ends of the 
e earth*,” He both adjuſts events in provi- 
dence, and inclines the hearts of contending 
powers, ſo as to anſwer the purpoſe of gene- 
ral accommodation, which, without his over- 
ruling influence, would, in moſt caſes, be 
obſtructed, either by the pride and ambition, 
or, by the rapacity and avarice, of thoſe at 
variance. 


(4.) Another call for thankſgiving is the 
ſmuling proſpect of plenty through the land.— 
For a few ſeaſons paſt we have been chaſtened 
in reſpect to the produce of the earth, and the 
inclemency of the ſkies. Providence hath 
frowned on the labours of the huſbandman. 
The graſs of the field, after being cut down, 


* Pf. xlvi. 9. 


had 
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had nearly periſhed. The precious grain, in 
many parts of the kingdom, was awfully 
blighted ; and, in others, the crops of corn 
were thin and unproductive. Though, there- 
fore, we have not been given up to“ clean- 
<< neſs of teeth,” we have been taught, how 
eaſily the Lord could, as in juſtice he might, 
have cut off our whole ſtay of bread,” and 
have ſtripped us at once of all our comforts 
and enjoyments. 

But now, through the kind indulgence of 
divine Providence, we have a rich and glo- 
rious appearance of plenty and abundance ; 
ſo that we have occaſion to adopt the words 
of the Pſalmiſt, Thou crowneſt the year with 
** thy goodneſs, and thy paths drop fatneſs : they 
** drop upon the paſtures of the wilderneſs, and 
* the little bills rejoice on every fide. The val- 
** les alſo are covered over with corn, they ſhout 
* for joy, they alſo ing. If the accounts, 
which we receive from various parts of the 
kingdom, be juſt, perhaps there never was 
known a period, when the earth was more 
loaded with riches and increaſe than it is at 
preſent ; or, when, if Providence ſhall © re- 
ſerveuntous the appointed weeks of harveſt,” 
the fruits of the ground promiſed to be more 

* Pſ. Ixv. 11-13, 
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found and productive. — Ought not this, 


then, to warm our hearts with love, and 


fill our mouths with praiſe, to the God 
of our mercies, who, notwithſtanding our 
provocations againſt him, pours forth in 
ſuch profuſion his goodneſs upon us ? 
Ought we not all moſt affectionately to unite 
in bleſſing and adoring the bounteous hand 
of Providence, which ſo ſeaſonably, fo 
compaſſionately provides for our comfort as 
a people? Have not even the brute-crea- 
tion a claim upon our gratitude for them, 
in vocal honours to expreſs their obligations 
to divine munificence? yea, would not all 
nature condemn and. reproach us, if we be- 
trayed, or felt, the leaſt reluctance to ſo ra- 
tional, ſo delightful an exerciſe as this ?— 
And, if from ſuch conſiderations as the pre- 
ceding, we may fairly deduce an argument 
for thankfulneſs and praiſe, how much more, 


(5.) From the conſideration of thoſe 
many civil and religious Privileges, which 
we now enjoy in the greateſt extent they 
were ever known to be enjoyed! This is 


a theme, that may well move all our fineſt 


teelings, as Men, as Chriſtians, and eſpe- 
clally, as Proteſtant-Difſenters. How eaſily 
| 5 might 


Py 
might Providence have chaſtened and af- 
flicted us, by giving our enemies ſuch an 
advantage over us, even at home, as to have 
reduced us to a ſtate of tributary ſubjection; 
to have defpoiled us of our invaluable laws 
and liberties, as Engliſhmen; to have 
brought us in bondage to the will of a ca- 
pricious monarch ; and, in a ſtroke, to have 
deprived us of all our religious privileges ! 
Had the Lord, in righteous judgment, dealt 
with us according to our fins, we had long 
ere this ſeen Ichabod inſcribed on our 
churches, and on our happy conſtitution, 
as 'a nation. We ſhould have hung our 
harps upon the willows, and, in a ſtate of 
ſervitude moſt cruel, have bewailed for our- 
ſelves, and for poſterity, the loſs of all 
which we held dear and ſacred.— But, in- 
ſtead of this, behold, without infringement, 
the Code of our civil laws, and the Charter 
pf our glorious privileges, which have long 
made us the wonder and envy of the world! 
What the valour of our anceſtors atchieved, 
what their wiſdom digeſted, and their juſtice 
confirmed, is handed down to, and en- 
joyed by us, without any diminution or 
abridgment, Our deareſt rights, as Engliſh- 
men, are preſerved inviolate. Our civil 

juriſdiction 
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juriſdiction proceeds upon its ancient, which 
have proved themſelves to be the nobleſt, 
principles. Our liberty and property, as 
men, are guarded and ſecured in the moſt 
wiſe and effectual manner. We are bleſt 
with the auſpices of a government the moſt 
mild and lenient, the moſt liberal and hu- 
mane, that ever adorned the Britiſh annals. 
And, as to our privileges of a ſacred and re- 
ligious nature,, theſe, ſo far from being 
abridged, have been materially improved, 
and enlarged, by a late a& of the legiſlature, 
which did equal honour to the humanity, 
the wiſdom, and the juſtice of thoſe who 
gave it countenance and ſupport. As Pro- 
teftant-Diſſenters, we have eſpecial reaſon 
to be thankful, that, without being obliged 
to ſubſcribe to any buman articles of faith, 
under pain of incurring the heavieſt and moſt 
ſcandalous penalties, we have a liberal to- 
leration to worſhip God, in what places, at- 
ter what manner, and on what principles, we 
judge to be moſt conſonant with the word of 
God, without any one's being permitted, or 
daring, to moleſt us, Our teachers are not 
removed from our eyes into corners; nor do 
we ſeck the bread of our ſouls at the peril of 
our lives ; but, without the ſmalleſt incon- 
venience, 
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venience, we can aſſemble in the moſt pub- 
lic manner, and enjoy our religious advan- 
tages as often as we pleaſe.— As Pro- 
teſtant-Diſſenters, we have likewiſe occaſion 
to rejoice, that our Miniſters, and others duly 
qualified, may open ſchools for the education 
of our youth, in ſuch principles as we hold to 
be ſcriptural and important, without the ne- 
ceſfity of their ſubſcribing to any human im- 
poſed creed: a privilege, which, till of late 
years, did not exiſt.—And are not theſe 
very loud and perſuaſive calls to thankful- 
neſs and praiſe? Surely ** the flone ſhall cry 
** out of the wall, and the beam out of the tim- 
ber ſhall anſwer it*,” in reproaching our 
inſenfibility and want of gratitude, if the 
ſurvey of ſuch diſtinguiſhing and invalua- 
ble privileges doth not excite our love, and 
engage our cheerful devotedneſs to God. 
And may I not be permitted to ſubjoin ano- 
ther inſtance of the Lord's goodneſs to- 
wards us, which calls for our thankful ac- 
knowledgment? It is, 


(6.) The BIESSING which ftill attends the 
faithful diſpenſation of the goſpel, I am 
not inſenſible, that the preſent is 4 day of 


* Hab. ii. 11. 
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*© ſmall things,” in regard to the power and 
prevalence of true religion. Some, who are 
far advanced in years, may remember to 
have ſeen the day of the Lord much more 
ſtrictly obſerved, and the places of public 
worſhip, in general, much better attended, 
than they are at preſent. But, though there 
be juſt cauſe for humiliation before God, 
that ſuch defections from the truth and ho- 
lineſs of the goſpel have obtained among 
us, yet ſurely there is reaſon for praiſe and 
rejoicing, that the gracious influences of the 


Spirit are not wholly withdrawn, and, that 


the glory of the Lord is not altogether de- 
parted, —One thing, indeed, which hath 
diminiſhed the number of attendants in par- 
ticular places of worſhip, and which leads 
us, perhaps improperly, to conclude, that 
fewer flock to hear the goſpel than formerly, 
is, that congregations have ſo divided, and 
multiplied beyond what was their number, 
forty or fifty years ago: ſo that the differ- 
ence in the aggregate, moſt probably, would 
not be found ſo conſiderable, as at firſt we 


might be ready to imagine. And, with 


reſpect to the /ucceſs of the goſpel, though I 
fear the preſent ſtate of religion will not 
bear a compariſon with days that are paſt; 


yet 
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yet, certainly there are many perſons re- 
maining in our ſeveral churches, who both 
love and live the goſpel; who ** cleave unto 
the Lord with full purpoſe of heart;” and 
whoſe temper and conduct refle& an honour 
on his name. Nor are we left without in- 
ſtances of converting grace and power in the 
preſent day. The Lord raifeth up inſtru- 
ments for his work, and, adored be his 
goodneſs | he doth not ſuffer them to labour 
wholly in vain, or to ſpend their ſtrength 
for nought, Many careleſs ſinners, in one 
place and another, are ſtill awakened by the 
miniſtry of the word. Many ſerious, hope- 
ful youths are yet to be found in our dif- 
ferent congregations. Some, from time to 
time, are added to the Lord.” And thus 
the churches of Chriſt, ** walking in his 
** fear, and in the comforts of the Holy Ghoft, 
* are edified and multiplied *.'—Say, then, 
whether we have not much to record of 
divine goodneſs and mercy towards us, as 
a people, notwithſtanding all the afflic- 
tions, with which the Lord hath chaſtened 
us ſore? I flatter myſelf, that what hath 
now been repreſented before you, carries 


ſufficient conviction along with it, and that 


* Acts ix. Fo 
E many 
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many of your minds are ſeriouſly diſpoſed to 
enquire, What ſhall we render to the Lord 
* for all his benefits towards us? I draw, 
then, to a concluſion, by directing you, 
in the Third place, to ſome proper improve- 
ment of the whole of the divine conduct 
towards us.—And, 


(I.) Hath the Lord chaſtened us fore ? 
Let us ſeek, and exerciſe, wnfo;oned re- 
pentance for our 8INs, Which have been 
the procuring cauſe of all our afflictions. 
This is the bleſſed, the important end, to 
which all the Lord's dealings with us have 
been directed; to ſhew us, as a people, the 
evil of our ways, in our having ſo groſsly 
contemned his authority, neglected his or- 
dinances, profaned his ſabbaths, and vio- 
lated the ſtrongeſt obligations of his good- 
neſs; to humble us under a ſenſe of his 
righteous and holy diſpleaſure; to fill us 
with ingenuous grief and ſhame on account 
of our provocations ; and to produce a re- 
formation of temper and conduct among 
us. For this purpoſe, like a wiſe and ten- 
der Father, he hath viſited us both with his 
judgments and his mercies. The diſpenſa- 
tions of his providence, one while, have 
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been frowning and painful; we have ſuf- 
fered the diſcipline of his rod, and felt 
the tokens of his diſpleaſure ; again, his 
countenance hath aſſumed a ſmiling aſpect, 
and he hath ſought to draw us © with 
cord of a man, with bands of lave*.”— 
And ſhall we, notwithſtanding this, perſiſt 
in our diſobedience and rebellion againſt 
him? Shall we harden our hearts againſt 
the terrors of his power? Shall we think 
of reſiſting the ſoft allurements of his grace? 
Shall we manifeſt a proud, incorrigible, re- 
lentleſs ſpirit under all his dealings with 
us? Surely ſuch conduct as this would 
cauſe his fury to break forth upon us, until 
it had conſumed us. It would argue, not 
only the greateſt folly, but the vileſt ma- 
lignity of ſpirit ; nor could we reaſonably 
expect otherwiſe, than that our country 
ſhould become a deſolation.—Let it, then, 
be our earneſt prayer and concern, that the 
whole of the Lord's conduct towards us, as 
a people, may be ſanctified and bleſſed, to the 
producing of genuine, univerſal repentance; 
that we may return unto him it all our 
«« heart, and with weeping, and with ſuppli> 
*. cations t. for the ſacrifices of God are a 
* Hoſ., xi. 4. + Joel ii. 12, Jer. xxxi. . 
| E 2 «* broken 
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* broken ſpirit ; a broken and a contrite heart 
* he will not deſpiſe*.” While we cultivate 
the warmeſt gratitude, and expreſs the 
livelieſt praiſe, for the various inſtances of 
his goodneſs and mercy towards us, let us 
be abaſed in the duſt before him, and abhor 

ourſelves, for our paſt provocations. Let 
us juſtify God, in all that hath come upon 
us; and let our sI, both as a people, and 
as individuals, be the conſtant object of our 
grief, lamentation, and abhorrence ! 


 (2.) Have we to fay with David, The 
Lord hath chaſtened us ſore, but he hath not 
given us over unto death?” Let us adore 
his patience and long-ſuffering, that his ſtrokes 
have been ſo few and light, in compariſon 
with what we have deſerved! For, what 
nation ever was chargeable with viler abo- 
minations, than thoſe which have abounded 
among us? what people ever ſinned againſt 
more exalted privileges? or betrayed a ſpi- 
rit of baſer ingratitude, than we have ? 
How have we been diſtinguiſhed in Provi- 
dence, by moſt wonderful and glorious ſal- 
vations wrought for us, under circumſtances 
the moſt critical and alarming! How have 
PU. 17. 
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we been raiſed above all the kingdoms of 
the world, in reſpect of civil immunities 
and comforts! But, above all, how have 
we been loaded with benefits and obligations, 
in that we have enjoyed ſo richly the means 
of grace, and been bleſſed with the light of 
the everlaſting goſpel! Yet; if profaning 
the name and day of the Lord ; if contempt 
publicly ſhewn to the ordinances of religious 
worſhip; if unbounded pride and vain- 
glory ; if conjugal infidelity and venal pro- 
ſtitution ; if debauchery and uncleanneſs of 
the worſt deſcription, can load a people with 
accumulated guilt in the fight of God; we 
have long had reaſon to confeſs, that our 
iniquities are grown up unto the heavens. 
Had the Lord, therefore, laid judgment to 
* the line, and righteouſneſs to the plummet; 
had he dealt with us after our fins, and re- 
warded us according to our iniquities; we had 
ſhared a fimilar deſolation with thoſe, whoſe 
* place and nation” were deſtroyed by the 
invaſion of their enemies. But, inſtead of 
this, we have to ſing of mercy in the midſt 
of judgment. As a father, God hath cor- 
rected us © in meaſure,” and, with every 
frowning diſpenſation, we have ſtill read 
the tender compaſſion of his heart. The 
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language of his conduct hath been, How 
** ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? How fhall 
A] deliver thee, Iſrael ? How fhall I make thee 
* as Admabh? Hou ſhall I ſet thee as Ze- 
* bom? mine heart is turned within me, my 
repentings are kindled together. I will not 
execute the fierceneſs of mine anger, I will 
not return to deſtroy Ephraim ; for I am 
God, and not man, the Holy One in the 
maſt of thee, and I will not enter into the 
city*,”— Hence, then, let our ſouls be 
filled with admiring and adoring thoughts of 
divine patience and long-ſuffering, that we 
are ſtill a nation poſſeſſed of ſuch various and 
important privileges ; that the forfeiture of 
all our bleflings hath not been taken at our 
hands; and, that we have ſo much to cele- 
brate of the Lord's diſtinguiſhing goodneſs 
towards us! It is, indeed, matter of aſto- 
niſhment, and, as ſuch, it ought to excite 
our holy wonder and praiſe, that we have 
not, by our provocations, wearied out the 
forbearance of the Almighty, and cauſed 
him to ſweep us with the beſom of deſtruc- 
tion. Let us, then, cultivate high thoughts 
of his long-ſuffering, and be earneſt with 
him by prayer, that his goodneſs may lead 
us to repentance ! 
* Hof. xi. 8, 9. 
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(3.) Let 
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(3.) Let each of us follow this day of 
public thankſgiving with devoting ourſelves 
more actively and cheerfully than ever to the 
ſervice and glory of God. In vain ſhall we 
have ſet apart one particular ſeaſon for 
prayer and praiſe, if ſuch an effect do not 
ſucceed. Our ſolemn aſſembling, without 
this, will be no better than a ſolemn moc- 
kery, than which nothing can be more 
odious and abominable in the fight of God. 
We have, each of us, had our ſhare in ac- 
cumulating guilt upon the nation, which 
hath cauſed the Lord ſo long to contend with 
us. We have, each of us, likewiſe, / an in- 
tereſt in thoſe favours and privileges, which 
we have now been recounting before the 
Lord. Surely, therefore, it becomes and 
behoves us, as individuals, to be concerned, 


that our conduct towards the Lord corre- - 


ſpond with our character and obligations. 
And in what manner can we ſo properly ex- 
preſs our ſenſe of his goodneſs and mercy to- 
wards us, as by devoting ourſelves unre- 
ſervedly to his praiſe. © Whoſo offereth praiſe, 
* glorifieth me, and to him that ordereth his 
** converſation aright, will I ſhew the ſalvation 
, God*,” Whatever, then, be the ſphere 
OF. 1. 2% 
; of 


= 1 
= coflife, in WF. E EN hath placed us, 
let it be our ſtudy and concern, reſpectively, 
to ſerve the cauſe, and advance the honour, 
of God therein. Let us /ove him with all 
** our heart, and with all our ſoul, and with 
all our flrength*.” Let all our powers 
and.talents be devoted to his praiſe. Let us 
exert what influence we are poſſeſſed of, to 
di ſcountenance, and ſuppreſs, what is ſin- 
ful and diſpleaſing in his fight, Let us 
cheriſh a ſpirit of unfeigned piety in our- 
ſelves, and make it our delightful object to 
promote the ſame diſpoſition of mind among 
1 others. So may we hope, that we ſhall ſtill 
1 | be that bal . * God. 1s . the 
=. v7 Herd it. 67.91 
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